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Local Practice of Anti-bureaucracy

in the Early Days of PRC (1949-1953)

—Take Shanghai as an Example

YANG Liping, AN Jian
(School of Marxism, East China Normal University, Shanghai, 200062, PRC)

[Abstract] Anti-bureaucracy is an important part of the construction of the Chinese Communist regime.
Since Shanghai posed the biggest challenge of governance in the People’ s Republic of China, the
bureaucratic problems of party and government workers in Shanghai were characterised by premature
emergence and multiple appearances in the four years after the takeover, so that the new government
began its anti-bureaucratic struggle in the second year, and successively carried out three stages of the
“three-anti” and “ new three-anti” political campaigns. It is generally believed that the earliest anti-
bureaucratic struggle started when the CPC came into full-scale control after the Eighth CPC National
Congress. This study believes that the embezzlement, waste, order, and law-breaking issues which
oppose to the “three-anti” and “new three-anti” are bureaucratic manifestations. Therefore, they are
essentially anti-bureaucratic struggles. In addition to the staged political campaign., Shanghai was
supplemented by normalised measures such as establishing channels of communication between the party
and the masses and improving the system of letters and visits. In the four years, an anti-bureaucratic
model of prevention, governance and accountability was formed which created a positive political
environment in Shanghai.

[Key words] the Early Days of PRC; Anti-bureaucracy; Shanghai; political power construction
( / )

126



